THE BRITISH EMPIRE
Self-Sufficiency
In raw materials the United Kingdom and the
British dependent Empire together have, normally,
an exportable surplus of tin, manganese, coal,
rubber, and graphite. They are approximately self-
sufficient in bauxite, vanadium, phosphates, sisal,
and vegetable oils, but have large or small de-
ficiencies in everything else. If the Dominions and
India are brought in, the following are added to the
list of raw materials of which there is an exportable
surplus: lead, nickel, chromium, vanadium, asbestos,
platinun*, wool, jute, and vegetable oils. In addition,
there is approximate self-sufficiency in iron (though
special ores have to be imported), copper, zinc,
bauxite, tungsten, magnesite, phosphates, sisal,
timber, and vegetable oils. The whole Empire re-
mains partly dependent on outside sources for sul-
phur or pyrites, and cotton; and largely or entirely
dependent on outside sources for molybdenum,
antimony, petroleum, potash, mercury, silk, flax,
hemp, and manilla. It is therefore plain that the
Empire has no interest in exclusive economic
policies; indeed, self-sufficiency, even where attain-
able, has never been its aim.
Shipping
In merchant shipping matters, which are of the
greatest importance for a maritime empire, each
self-governing British country has had its own
policy and laws. This has sometimes led to diffi-
culties. There has been no Empire shipping policy
nor any body to shape it or carry it out, a point that
was adversely remarked upon by the (purely ad-
visory) Imperial Shipping Committee, in a report of
27